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LAW PROFESSOR WILL PUT PHONES 
IN COURT TO SAVE TIME, MONEY 
This fall, San Diego Superior Court and federal court 
will begin a six-month teleconferencing experiment conceived 
and conducted by University of San Diego Law Professor 
Robert Simmons. 
The savings to attorneys, their clients and the courts 
could run into the hundreds of thousands of dollars, 
according to Simmons. 
During the six-month test, certain non-evidentiary 
hearings and conferences in both criminal and civil matters 
will be conducted over the telephone, eliminating the need 
for attorneys to make court appearances. 
"I'm convinced this is the best and most profound court 
reform to come along this century," Simmons said. "It 
involves technology that is available now and the equipment 
is reasonably priced." 
Simmons has received approval to install AT&T ComKey 
phone equipment in three courtrooms: San Diego Superior 
Court downtown, Superior Court in Vista and one in U.S. 
District Court downtown. 
The equipment will feature four outside phone lines for 
each courtroom, enabling the judge to conduct a hearing with 
up to four attorneys. 
MORE 
"The attorneys will not have to leave their offices, 
and they will not have to drive to court, find parking, then 
wait for their case to be called," Simmons noted. 
Attorneys sometimes wait for hours for their case to be 
called because judges do not call cases in any particular 
order, Simmons said. 
Under the law professor's program, attorneys would be 
given a prearranged time to phone in for their 
teleconference, eliminating the wait. 
Teleconferencing has proven successful in the past two 
years in New Jersey and Denver. Their success has prompted 
the American Bar Association to recommend teleconferencing 
nationwide. 
Last September, teleconferencing began in Los Angeles 
courtrooms, but Simmons said the program has been a 
disappointment because it is voluntary. 
"People in the legal profession resist change because 
we are taught to respect tradition,'' the law professor said. 
Therefore, "San Diego will have a mandatory program." 
The cost of renting and installing test equipment and 
monthly line charges will be borne by the San Diego Law 
Center, a joint project of USD Law School and the San Diego 
County Bar Association. 
Simmons is directing the project for the Law Center, 
which is headquartered on campus, and established to promote 
research and development of the legal profession. 
MOR E 
Originally, teleconferencing was to begin in September, 
but Simmons has raised only half of the $10,000 need to fund 
the six-month test. 
For more information, please call Professor Simmons at 
260-4378 or John Nunes at 260-4600, ext. 4296. 
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